
was know as “...one of the best 

known companies in the 

s ta te…,” accord ing to 

Beckwith.  The company pros-

pered nicely under John H. 

Harris’ leadership 

as president.   

  Influential in 

civic affairs, Har-

ris, “...an ardent 

Republican…” was 

elected to the State 

of Wisconsin Sen-

ate.   

Beckwith goes on 

to state that “Mr. 

Harris has been 

very successful in a 

business way, be-

ing a man of pro-

gressive ideas and 

sound judgment 

and keen discern-

ment.  Aside from 

his large cheese 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

interests, he owns 

valuable and finely 

improved farm of one hundred 

acres in the southwestern part 

of the city Elkhorn] limits.”  

Harris married Effie G. Web-

ber in 1882 and they had four 

children.  Harris was a thirty-

second degree Mason and 

belonged to the Ancient Order 

of Nobles of the Mystic 

Shrine. 

  Plans for the unveiling of 

the Harris Portrait and a 

reception are pending at 

the time of publication. 

   

  Arriving recently at WCHS 

from Duluth, Minnesota in an 

eighty-eight pound packing 

crate, was an oil painting of 

John H. Harris former Wal-

worth County busi-

nessman and state 

senator,   The sur-

viving fami ly 

members of Harris 

decided to donate 

the oil portrait of 

their ancestor to 

WCHS and it will 

be placed in what 

is sometimes re-

ferred to as the 

“Harris Mansion”-- 

now Heritage Hall-

-where it once 

hung during Har-

ris’ lifetime. The 

painting was in the 

possess ion  of 

Winifred Harris 

who now lives in 

Green Valley AZ. 

Other surviving 

family members 

include Martha Bell of Elk-

horn a grand daughter of Har-

ris and  Carolyn Harris 

Sundquist of Duluth, MN who 

is the great grand daughter of 

Harris and was instrumental in 

having her family donate the 

painting and took care of all 

the details. 

The oil was done by artist 

Christian Abrahamsen in 1921.  

Abrahamsen (1887-1983)--a 

Norwegian-born artist who 

painted many prominent Wis-

consin citizens.  He exhibited 

works at the Chicago World’s 

Fair and other of his works are 

in the collection at the Wiscon-

sin State Historical Society 

and Wisconsin Student Union 

Collection. 

 According to A.C. Beckwith’s 

HISTORY OF WALWORTH 

COUNTY, 1912, John H. Har-

ris was born and grew up in 

Jefferson County, New York, 

August 29,1836.  In the spring 

of 1879 he moved to Clinton 

Junction, Wisconsin.  About a 

year later he moved to Spring 

Prairie, Walworth County and 

operated a cheese factory there 

until 1890.  He was an organ-

izer of the Wisconsin Butter 

and Cheese Company along 

with his brother George B. 

Harris, Walter A. West and 

George Puffer.  This company 

WCHS ACCEPTS HISTORIC PAINTING 

WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

SUMMER 2016 

THE LEGACY 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

“Northwestern Military 
Academy”  A Presentation 
by Chris Brookes on Au-
gust 11, 2016 at Heri-
tage Hall--7:00 p.m. 

Annual Fund Raising 
Book Sale in the Park at 
the Walworth County 
Fair, August 31-
September 3, 2016 

Annual Dinner Meeting 
and Honoring of Volun-
teers at Heritage Hall, 
October 18, 2016, 5:30 
p.m. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

MEN BEHIND THE 

BYLINES PART II 

2 

WANDAWEGA 3 

ICE AGE TRAL 4 

ENCAMPMEMT  6 

BLACK POINT 7 

SCOUTS AT MUSEUM 7 

H IGH GROUND 8 

Board Member Pat Blackmer is shown here ex-
amining the John H. Harris oil on canvas por-
trait which was carefully unpacked from its crate 
and packaging at the Resource Center recently. 
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  Albert Clayton Beckwith 
was born on March 14, 1836 
in Chittenango, Oneida 
County, New York, not too 
far away from where C.W. 
Butterfield was raised.  The 
eldest of the 10 children born 
to Asahel Lane Beckwith and 
Harriet Angeline Seymour, 
spent his formative years in 
Oneida County between his 
birthplace and the nearby 
town of Rome.  In 1855, he 
and the family started their 
long trek west, and Albert 
spent the next year traveling 
from New York, to Michigan 
to Wisconsin.  Beckwith be-
came a house painter like his 
father before him, a trade he 
carried with him as the family 
moved to Delavan and then 
Elkhorn by 1860.  The start 
of the Civil War found him in 
Iowa, where he enlisted in the 
Union Army on August 17, 
1861, as part of the Iowa 1st 
Light Artillery Battery.  He 
was a 2nd corporal when he 
enlisted and was promoted by 
Feb. 24, 1862 to a full corpo-
ral.  Beckwith was honorably 
discharged in April 1863 
when he was stationed at 
Young’s Point, Louisiana.  He 
then returned home to Wis-
consin. 

On June 31, 1863, 
with others from “Elk Horn,” 
Albert registered for the 
draft.  There is no indication 
if he was called up to serve 
again in the Civil War.  He 
made the move to Chicago in 
1864, where he again worked 
as a house painter.  In April 

1870, Beckwith married Isi-
dore Adelaide Dickenson, a 
native of Burlington, WI (b. 
Apr. 30, 1844) who lived in 
Elkhorn.  They returned to 
Chicago, where his sister Lu-
cia lived with them.  Their 
daughter Constance Dickin-
son Beckwith was born there 
on April 6, 1871.   By 1873, 
they returned to Elkhorn, 
moving into the home at 301 
Randall Place, which still 
stands today at the intersec-
tion of Randall and Elm.  This 
would be the family home for 
the Beckwiths’ well into the 
1950’s.  Their daughter 
Mabel Foster Beckwith was 
born a few years after the 
move on July 30, 1876. 

C o n s t a n c e  a n d 
Mabel attended Elkhorn 
schools, graduating in 1890 
and 1895 respectively, and 
went on to receive higher 
education at the Normal 
School in Whitewater (now 
UW-Whitewater).   Con-
stance served as an assistant to 
the county school superinten-
dent, and taught in Elkhorn 
from 1915 to 1930.  Mabel 
was a 2nd grade teacher in 
Elkhorn for many years, and 
received her Masters degree 
from Columbia University.   
By the fall of 1925, she 
started her first year as an 
assistant instructor in the ru-
ral school course at the Wis-
consin State Teachers College 
(now UW-Whitewater), and 
by the time she retired 14 
years later in 1939, was the 
head of the department.   

Both women were integral 
members to the local chapter 
of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, and 
were active members of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in 
Elkhorn.  Little is known 
about their mother, Isidore, 
yet in her obituary, she is 
noted as a quiet, virtuous 
woman who was treasured as 
a “wife, mother, friend and 
neighbor.” 

Over the 40 years as 
a resident of Walworth 
County, Albert Beckwith 
made a concerted effort to be 
a part of the growth and wel-
fare of the area.  Starting soon 
after the move back to Elk-
horn, he worked with the 
Walworth County Liberal as the 
main editor and publisher; the 
newspaper soon rose to 
prominence as “one of the 
leading Democratic country 
journals of the State,” accord-
ing to Butterfield’s History of 
Walworth County.   But on July 
2, 1875, the building that 
housed the operations of the 
Liberal was burned, and the 
company was dissolved.  
Through the coming year 
Albert and his brother Ed-
ward did their best to literally 
resurrect the paper from the 
ashes, renaming the paper the 
Elkhorn Liberal.  Their efforts 
sustained the paper through 
25 issues over the next six 
months until just after the 
turn of the new year, 1876.   
(Microfilmed issues of the    
(See Men Behind the By-
lines, continued on page 5)
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By Kay Sargent 

The Walworth County 

Historical Society pre-

sented …” the best-kept 

secret in Walworth County

---Camp Wandawega”, 

was presented by David 

Hernandez on Thursday, 

May 26, 2016 at Heritage 

Hall in Elkhorn. Over the 

years, it's been known by 

many names: Wandawega 

Inn, Wandawega Hotel, 

and Wandawega Lake Re-

sort. It was even called a 

disgrace to the great state 

of Wisconsin, 

by John Roach, 

Chief of the 

W i s c o n s i n 

State Beverage 

Tax Division in 

1941. 

 

Its story begins 

in the depths of 

P r o h i b i t i o n , 

and includes 

mobsters, a 

notorious Ma-

dame, illegal 

liquor, gam-

bling and pros-

titution. Charges include 

incidents of contempt of 

court, criminals on the run, 

kidnapping, suicide and 

murder. It was even the 

subject of federal raids and 

a "Prohibition padlock". 

 

After the imprisonment of 

the Madame and her hus-

band, for "running a 

bawdy house of ill fame" it 

goes on to become a legiti-

mate lake resort, then a 

Catholic retreat. Now, it is 

recognized on The Na-

tional Register of Historic 

Places. 

 

Those who attended  

learned more about one of 

the historic treasures of 

Walworth County, Camp 

Wandawega. Owner, Her-

nandez shared the fascinat-

ing history of this unique 

place, nestled on the north 

shore of Lake Wandawega 

in the Town of Sugar 

Creek, just north of Elk-

horn. David's connection 

to the property goes back 

to the 1960s, when he and 

his family first visited 

when it was owned by The 

Latvian Marian Fathers, an 

order of Catholic priests. 

In addition to his steward-

ship of this historic prop-

erty, David is a board 

member for The Frank 

Lloyd Wright Trust and a 

former board member for 

Landmarks.org. 

 

David was filled with pas-

sion as he spoke of the 

camp.  Ever since he 

bought the place, he 

vowed to renovate and 

maintain the integrity of 

the historical buildings and 

land.  Living and working 

primarily in Chicago, the 

camp is only open for pri-

vate functions upon re-

quest.  A long-

standing tradi-

tion is Sunday 

( C a t h o l i c ) 

mass at 10:00, 

weather per-

mitting.  At-

tendees are 

welcome to 

explore the 

grounds at that 

time.  A walk-

ing tour is also 

available for a 

group upon 

request.  There 

is a caretaker 

o n  t h e 

grounds.  People can con-

tact him through his web-

s i t e  o r 

info@wandawega.com or 

through Facebook.  Many 

audience members remi-

nisced about childhood 

memories at the camp.  

David is building a great 

portfolio of historical na-

ture and is searching for 

pictures anyone may have 

of the early days there.   

CAMP WANDAWEGA :  A BEST KEPT SECRET 

 

 

“IF YOU WANT 

TO UNDERSTAND 

TODAY ,  

YOU HAVE TO 

SEARCH 

YESTERDAY . ” 
 

-PEARL S. BUCK  
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By Kay Sargent   

One of Walworth 

County’s least-known 

natural treasures was 

explored in a free His-

torical Society program 

on Thursday, April 21st. 

The Ice Age Trail is 

over 1000 miles long 

and snakes its way 

through the state mark-

ing the furthest advance 

of the glaciers in the last 

ice age about 10,000 

years ago. Several miles 

of this trail track through 

the northwest corner of 

Walworth County which 

was the focus of the pro-

gram. 

  Nancy Lazzaroni of 

Lake Geneva, has been a 

longtime volunteer with 

the Ice Age Trail Alli-

ance. Its  mission is to 

create, support and pro-

tect the 1000-mile foot-

path tracing the ice age 

formations across the 

state. She held a dy-

namic program with lo-

cal pictures illustrating 

the popular hiking trails. 

She also described the 

many opportunities for 

volunteer workers to 

help with trail mainte-

nance and improvement. 

  The program was held 

at Heritage Hall in the 

Historical Society com-

plex at the corner of 

South Washington and 

East Rockwell Streets. 

Nancy presented a 

power point presentation 

that explained the his-

tory and progress of the 

trail(s).  She stressed the 

need for support for de-

veloping and maintain-

ing trails both finan-

cially and physically.  

She also acknowledged 

that some including 

friend, Barb Leetzow,  

has earned the patch for 

walking the whole trail 

from border to border in 

Wisconsin.  Many of us 

were amazed by the 

meaning of Kettle Mo-

raine. (A “kettle” being   

the valley of a land that 

is bordered by higher 

ground around it.   

Guests included the cu-

rious and the experts.   

 

ICE AGE TRAIL PRENTATION WELL-RECEIVED 
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“NATURE HOLDS 

THE KEY TO 

OUR AESTHETIC ,  

INTELLECTUAL ,  

COGNITIVE AND 

EVEN SPIRITUAL 

SATISFACTION . ” 
-E . O. WILSON 



Elkhorn Liberal are 
available from the Wisconsin 
State Historical Society and an 
interesting history of the 
newspapers of Walworth 
County can be found in 
Butterfield’s 1882 county 
history book.)  This may have 
delayed but did not dampen 
the literary spirit of the two 
men.  The two brothers pub-
lished nearly 500 pages within 
eight publications between 
1897 and 1907, focusing 
mainly on the history of their 
ancestors.   Albert was also at 
times a temporary editor of 
the Elkhorn Independent.  
Beckwith was chosen as the 
recording secretary (yet did-
n’t serve) for the Old Set-
tler’s Society in 1894, was 
Elkhorn’s postmaster in 
1894, served on the first 
board of directors from 1900 
to 1912 for the Charles Ed-
ward Sprague Library 
(forerunner to the current 
Matheson Memorial Library), 
and was appointed as one of 
two local examiners for Wal-
worth County in 1903 under 
the state civil service commis-
sion and served through 
1914.  Beckwith was also a 
member of the New England 
Historical Genealogical Soci-
ety, the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, the Sons of the 
American Revolution, the 
Delavan Masonic Lodge, and 
the Rutherford B. Hays 
G.A.R. Post 76 of Elkhorn. 

In what could be 
considered one of his more 
important community roles, 
he incorporated the Wal-

worth County Historical Soci-
ety with nine other members 
of the Old Settler’s Society 
and served as the first presi-
dent of the organization from 
1904 to 1911.  Perhaps it was 
through his involvement in 
these two historical groups 
that Albert recognized the 
need for an updated historical 
record for the county.  
Beckwith was approached by 
B.F. Bowen and Company, a 
publishing company in Indian-
apolis, Indiana, to prepare a 
history of Walworth County.  
He commenced the writing of 
the two volume history in 
1910, aided by people from 
around the county as he com-
piled information and wrote 
the books over the course of 
eighteen months.  “No per-
son,” said Beckwith, “…can 
make even a barely passable 
local history without that 
kindly co-operation nowhere 
to be found more intelligent 
and willing than in ‘glorious 
old Walworth.’ ”  Though his 
brother Edward had passed 
away in 1909, the minor local 
records that he had saved and 
various notes made by him 
proved to be a valuable asset 
as Albert compiled the infor-
mation needed for this task. 

At the age of 79, 
Albert Clayton Beckwith’s 
health began to fail, and he 
succumbed after a brief ill-
ness.  His death in 1915 left a 
stark vacancy in Elkhorn; a 
resolution passed by his 
G.A.R. post stated that, “the 
community has lost a citizen 

of sterling qualities and of 
such rare attainments as to be 
seldom excelled and rarely 
equaled.”   His wife, Isidore, 
passed within weeks of him.   
After Constance’s death in 
1951 and Mabel’s in 1956, a 
prominent family who had 
given so much to Walworth 
County came to an end.  
(Neither daughter married or 
had children.)  The family is 
interred at Hazel Ridge 
Cemetery in Elkhorn, Wis-
consin; their graves do not 
beckon a second glance, 
blending into the irregulari-
ties of the field of headstones.  
Yet through Albert’s written 
work and service to the area, 
and through the countless 
lives touched by the educa-
tional guiding hands of the 
Misses Beckwith, their stamp 
is left on Walworth County, 
and the lives of all who live in 
the county today are the bet-
ter for it. 

 A.C. Beckwith, in 
the Author’s Preface of the 
History of Walworth County 
(1912), states that his work, 
“…is not so much a county 
history as a collection of notes 
to serve the coming histo-
rian.”   We who seek to con-
serve the history of our com-
munities, are the people he 
wrote this book for.   And as 
we continue in the task of 
compiling artifacts and docu-
ments to preserve the history 
of the times and places in 
which we now live, may we 
do it with an eye to the fu-
ture—the baton has been 

MEN BEHIND THE BYLINE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2... 

 

“LABOUR  TO 

KEEP IN YOUR 

BREAST THAT 

LITTLE 

CELESTIAL FIRE 

CALLED 

CONSCIENCE . ” 
 

-GEORGE WASHINGTON 
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passed to us by people like 
C o n s u l  W i l s h i r e 
Butterfield and Albert 
Clayton Beckwith, the 
men behind their bylines 

_____ 

Marra Andreas is an 
educator, history re-
searcher and a member 
of the  Walworth 
County Historical Soci-
ety Board of Directors.  
She is a frequent con-
tributor to The Legacy.”  
Watch for  future arti-
cles being planned for 
“The Legacy” from this 
talented writer. 



     The Walworth County 

Historical Society hosted 

Post #8 Grand Army of the 

Republic Senior Reenac-

tors last weekend 

in June.  It was 

the 3rd encamp-

ment for the 

group who por-

tray Civil War 

veterans.  In addi-

tion to the en-

campment, the 

Daughters of Un-

ion Veterans of 

the Civil War, 

Tent 21 and Tent 

23 as well as 

members of the 

Women’s Relief 

Corps hosted a 

fashion show at 

Heritage Hall 

which included 

styles from 1866-

1920.  Dale and 

G a i l 

Folkers 

were on 

h a n d 

Sunday 

morning 

to con-

duct a 

worship 

se rv i ce 

for the 

g r o u p 

w h i c h 

included 

the read-

ing of a 

letter of Gail’s Civil War 

ancestor and the legend of 

“Taps”.  During the two 

day encampment, guests 

were permitted to roam the 

campground and view 

memorabilia and artifacts 

from the Civil War era 

while the children in atten-

dance joined in a scaven-

ger hunt. 

     The Grand Army of the 

Republic was founded by 

Dr. Benjamin F. Stephen-

son in Decatur, IL in 1866 

after the conclusion of the 

Civil War. 

     Membership in 

the GAR included 

veterans of the Civil 

War who served the 

Union in the Army, 

Navy, Marines or 

U.S. Revenue Cutter 

Service.  The GAR 

served as an advo-

cacy group support-

ing patriotic educa-

tion, voting rights, 

the establishment of 

D e c o r a t i o n /

Memorial Day and 

lobbying for veter-

ans’ pensions. 

     T h e  g r o u p 

founded on the prin-

ciples of “fraternity, 

charity and loyalty” 

had nearly 490,000 

members at 

its peak.  The 

GAR was 

dissolved in 

1956 when 

Albert Wool-

son, its last 

member died 

in Duluth, 

Mi nn es o t a .  

The Grand 

Army of the 

Republic was 

succeeded by 

the Sons of 

Union Veter-

ans of the Civil War who 

carry on the legacy of their 

“fathers”. 

WCHS HOSTS THIRD ANNUAL G.A.R. ENCAMPMENT 
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Above: The re-enactors of  Post #8 of the 
Grand Army of the Republic assembled for a 

group photo. 

Below: Daughters of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War Tents #21 and #23 and  Womens 

Relief Corps 

WCHS Archives 

WCHS Archives 

 

 

 

“WE ARE ORGAN-

IZED , COMRADES , 

AS OUR REGULA-

TIONS TELL US , 

FOR THE PUR-

POSE , AMONG 

OTHER THINGS , 

"OF PRESERVING 

AND STRENGTH-

ENING THOSE 

KIND AND FRA-

TERNAL FEELINGS 

WHICH HAVE 

BOUND TO-

GETHER THE SOL-

DIERS , SAILORS , 

AND MARINES 

WHO UNITED TO 

SUPPRESS THE 

LATE REBELLION . "  
 

-GEN .  JOHON A LOGAN  

1868  



David Desimone, direc-

tor of the Black Point 

Estate on the south shore 

of Lake Geneva was the 

guest speaker at a pro-

gram presented on May 

18th at Heritage Hall.  

Desimone took the audi-

ence on a trip around the 

Geneva Lake describing 

the grand man-

sions and re-

sorts that no 

longer grace the 

lake shore. 

The program 

highlighted the 

importance of 

historic preser-

vation.  2016 

celebrates the 

100th anniver-

sary of the Na-

tional Trust for 

Historic Preser-

vation, so Desimone’s 

presentation was a won-

derful reminder of the 

Walworth County His-

torical Society’s mission 

of the collection, preser-

vation and sharing of 

our rich history in the 

area.  The Black Point 

Estate was placed on the 

State and National Reg-

isters of Historic Places 

by the Wisconsin His-

torical Society and the 

United States Depart-

ment of the Interior.  

The estate was commis-

sioned by Conrad Seipp, 

a German immigrant 

who built one of the 

largest and most suc-

cessful breweries in the 

United States.  The 

Queen Anne style 

“summer cottage” was 

the home to four genera-

tions of owners from the 

Seipp family.  In 2005, 

William O. Petersen, 

Seipp’s great-grandson 

donated the property to 

the State of Wisconsin 

making it a house mu-

seum with original fur-

nishing for all to enjoy. 

BLACK POINT DIRECTOR SPEAKS AT WCHS PROGRAM 
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  The WCHS participated in 
the “Downtown Wisconsin 
Open House” event on May 
14th.  The event which ex-
plored cultural, architectural 
and historic sites across the 
state included the city of 
Elkhorn.  The Webster 
House and the Veterans Mu-
seum were open to the pub-
lic and received over 100 
visitors including a dynamic 
young Elkhorn scout troop 
who had the privilege of a 
private tour. 

  

SCOUTS TOUR WCHS EXHIBITS DURING DOWNTOWN WISCONSIN OPEN HOUSE 

WCHS Archives 

ARCHITECTURE 

HAS BEEN 

CALLED THE 

ART OF BUILD-

ING BEAUTI-

FULLY , A FIXA-

TION OF MAN ’S 

THINKING , AND 

RECORD OF HIS 

ACTIVITY .KEEP 

IN MIND THAT 

LAST PHRASE . 

IT IS  

IMPORTANT .  

 

-ERNST JOHNSON  



9 East Rockwell Street 
P.O. Box 273 

Elkhorn, WI  53120 

Phone: 262-723-7848 
E-mail: walcohistory@tds.net 

WALWORTH COUNTY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

ture. “Those who made the 

ultimate sacrifice with ties to 

Walworth County include, 

Justin Linden, Keith Nurn-

berg, Matthew Hermanson 

and David Johnson, “ said 

Bob Webster.  Webster was 

instrumental in bringing the 

exhibit to the county. A 

highlight of the event found 

Joe Guido, a Delavan vet-

eran, reading the names of 

the deceased each day. High 

Ground Veterans Memorial 

Park in Neillsville is the 

caretaker of this exhibit.  

The exhibit will eventually 

join with other exhibits from 

other states for a national 

tour.   

The Walworth County His-

torical Society in conjunc-

tion with the American Le-

gion co-hosted the High 

Ground Exhibit  entitled 

“Honoring Our Fallen” at 

Heritage Hall.  Funding for 

the exhibit was provided by 

the “Support Out Troops 

Organization” who no longer 

in existence, continue to 

honor our veterans.  The 

traveling exhibit features a 

collection of Wisconsin ser-

vice men and women who 

have made the ultimate sac-

rifice in the defense of our 

country since September 11, 

2001. Wisconsin had 138 

men and women who died 

during this time period. The 

memorial photos are both 

military and personal in na-

WCHS HOSTS “HONORING OUR FALLEN” EXHIBIT 

"COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND 

SHARING THE RICH HISTORY OF 

WALWORTH COUNTY" 

O N  T H E  W E B  AT  

W WW . WALC OH IS T ORY . O RG  

W From the Archives of the  

Walworth County Historical Society 

This Journal File Photo shows the bottling line at Kikkoman Foods, 

Incorporated in 1973.  The bottling line was designed to handle 300 

bottles per minute of five-ounce and 10-ounce sizes and 200  bottles 

per minute of the 20- and 24 ounce sizes.  Photographer Unknown 

WCHS Archives 

WCHS Archives 

A view of the “Honoring Our Fallen” exhibit as it was displayed at 
Heritage Hall recently. 


